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Hey Takhone Lodge!
2021 has been a wild year, and we've
been through and done a lot together as
a Lodge! From getting back on our feet after the
global pandemic to closing a beloved council camp, we've been through a
lot, but we've paddled on!
Aside from the hardships, we also accomplished quite a lot in 2021! Since
June, we've been back to in-person LEC meetings, we killed it at Fall
Conclave, and Haunted Hike was a smashing success this year!
None of this would have been possible without contributions from all of our
wonderful Arrowmen. To preserve the dynamic, it's important that each year
we are inducting new Arrowmen. This year, we inducted over 300 new
members! If you are one of those Arrowmen who joined us this year, we are
all so thankful that you are here!
In summary, 2021 has been an adventure, a doozy, and a blast
all at once. I'm so glad I got to experience it with all of you!

Thank you,
Yours in Brotherhood,
-Seth Smith

Welcome!
The Publications Committee is proud to present this first-ever Year in Review for our lodge.
Our goal with this newsletter is to highlight all the outstanding events we hosted this past
year. If you would like to see more pictures, check out oa7.org/Photos. We are ever thankful to
everyone who contributed to this newsletter, attended an event this year, and all the
Arrowmen of Takhone Lodge. We would be amiss if we didn't also express our gratitude to
Lodge Chiefs Sam Sobczak and Seth Smith for their leadership and support over the past year.
We hope that you will enjoy this Takhone Year in Review!
-Eli Levsky; Publications Chairman

UNIT VISITATIONS
ELECTIONS@OA7.ORG
To grow our organization, we must
elect new members into our order.
To do so, every year during the
spring, we visit each unit to run
elections and promote summer
camp.

BROTHERHOOD

CEREMONIES TEAM

ELANGOMAT

CEREMONIAL@OA7.ORG

ELANGOMAT@OA7.ORG

This is a great way to flex your
acting muscles! If you like to
perform, this is a great team to join.
You'll get to help with the
ceremonies and improve your
acting and memorization skills.

An Elagnomat is the first person
most new members encounter. If
you enjoy interacting with people
and providing service, this role
may be for you!

BROTHERHOOD@OA7.ORG

VCCHAPTERS@OA7.ORG

CHAPTERS

LEC CHAIRMEN

Once you become an Ordeal, your
induction process is not quite over
yet. You can choose to seal your
membership by completing your
Brotherhood. This is a meaningful
experience that you won't forget.

Be sure to attend your chapter
meetings for fun, fellowship, and
food! Many chapters host game
nights and service projects
throughout the year in your local
area.

Becoming a LEC Chairman is an
easy way to improve your
leadership skills. Take charge of a
committee and execute the vision
you see for it. Positions range from
Service to Events to Training.

TRADING POST

OA REPRESENTATIVE

COMMUNICATIONS

MERCHANDISE@OA7.ORG

OAREP@OA7.ORG

VCCOMMUNICATION@OA7.ORG

If you enjoy salesmanship or
always are coming up with the
next big project, check out this
team! You can help design event
patches and t-shirts that everyone
will be wearing.

This position counts for rank
advancement and merely requires
that you advertise and bring along
your fellow scouts to OA events! It
is a great way to improve your
public speaking skills.

LODGECHIEF@OA7.ORG

This team is looking for scouts who
enjoy taking photos and posting
on social media. If you want to
want to help create content and
promote our programs, check out
this incredible group of Arrowmen!

A LOOK BACK
EVENTS FROM THE PAST YEAR

The Lodge Birthday Party last January was
a great success. It was fun to hang out with
our fellow Arrowmen over Zoom and
celebrate our lodge turning two years old.
It was good to look back at all we had
accomplished and look ahead to
everything we hoped to do. As it was a
birthday party, we played a couple of
games and sang "Happy Birthday" to
Takhone.

FEBRUARY 20TH

WINTER BANQUET
By Sam Sobczak

JANUARY 1ST

BIRTHDAY PARTY
By Chase Tabor

I had the pleasure of serving as the 2020-2021 Takhone
Lodge Chief. During the 2020-2021 lodge season, we
faced the Covid-19 pandemic, which caused many
problems. One of our issues was we needed to have a 2021
Winter Banquet. We decided to hold our Winter Banquet
virtually over Zoom. This was not an easy decision to come
to, but it turned out great! We held multiple activities during
the event, like a survey in the beginning with various
questions like is a hot dog a sandwich (it is not), what is the
best fast food restaurant (Culver's), and which Key 7
member has the best hair (Sam won). We also were able to
see the days in the life of the Key 7 members, and it turns
out Eli likes to gallop in the snow in his Boy Scout uniform.
Every chapter sent in a video showing us how awesome
they are, and one of them even made a Lego stop motion
film. We also announced the first-ever winners of the brand
new WWW awards during this event. This event showed us
that we could make the best out of any situation, even if
that situation is a global pandemic. I am very proud of how
our lodge could fight through these tough times and strive.
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"Doubt kills more
dreams than
failure ever will"
-Suzy Kassem

Your Favorites!

FAVORITE
SEASON

In a world full of
distractions, stay
focused on what
is important to
you, and put your
heart into it

FAVORITE
FROZEN TREAT
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"Live now! Make
now always the
most precious
time. Now will
never come again."
-Captain Jean-Luc
Picard
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FAVORITE SPORT

“The real way to
gain happiness is
to give it to
others.”
-Baden-Powell

Show up with a
smile. Always find
the humor and
blessing

FAVORITE
HOLIDAY
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FAVORITE CHICAGO
BASEBALL TEAM

MARCH 27TH

POTAWATOMI HIKE
By Emma Hazard Duggan

Spring of 2021 was a successful season for
Brotherhood conversions. Over two
separate events, we inducted 42 new
brotherhood members. We had fantastic
weather for these events and a fantastic
group of ceremonialists. Our first
brotherhood event was held at Izaac
Walton League in Des Plaines, IL. We had
28 new brotherhood members inducted at
this event. Our second event was held at
Goodenow Grove in Beecher, IL. We had 18
new brotherhood members inducted at this
event.

MAY 14TH - 16TH

SPRING FELLOWSHIP
By Chase Tabor

In a year of masks and Coronavirus, Scouts
gathered together for a day of fun and
communication-building for the 2021
Potawatomi Hike. Over 500 sociallydistanced scouts gathered, were given a
patch, and could select from multiple trails
to hike. The Scouts had trails up to 10 miles,
while the Cub Scouts had up to 4 miles.
Takhone Lodge sold merchandise, and any
scout, parent, or leader had nothing but
positive words to say. The brisk early
morning at the Indiana Dunes State Park
was a success, and I give a huge thanks to
anyone who participated in the event!

APRIL 18TH, MAY 1ST, & NOVEMBER 7TH

BROTHERHOOD DAYS
By Zach Nelson

The spring fellowship was the first time that I
had ever been to Napowan. My service
project included getting the fire bowl ready
for the summer. This was one of my favorite
projects that I have worked on at fellowships
because you could really see the change
that we made at the end of the day. My
group raked all of the leaves out from the
rows and the pit. Once the rows were finally
cleared out, we took logs from a tree that
rangers cut down and turned them into new
benches for the fire bowl. I have before and
after photos from this project, and I often
look at them to remind myself that the
service we provide does make a difference.

Trading Post
Be sure to check out the trading post and grab the
coolest Takhone merch!
scoutingevent.com/456-OA7TradingPost
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NOAC Fundraiser
Lodge Flap

Key Chain

At the Memorial Day Fellowship, where I
elangomated, held at Camp Blackhawk,
Owasippe, 39 candidates were inducted
into the Order of the Arrow. Their service
was mostly based on helping the staff
members at Camp Blackhawk and
Wolverine set up for the 2021 Owasippe
Summer Camp. It was a unique fellowship,
having four days total, two hodags, a campwide scavenger hunt, and lots of activities.

JUNE 11TH - 13TH

BETZ FELLOWSHIP
By Emilyn Cabalfin

As usual, summer camp was a great time
for those who worked and those who
attended. There was always something
new around each corner, and whether
you've been there one time or 20 times,
experiences can always be worth the trip.
Call-outs were professional, and some
would say better than in previous years.
The ice cream socials were a fun time to
rekindle with fellow Arrowmen and look
forward together to events that Takhone
will be hosting.

MAY 28TH - 31ST

MEMORIAL DAY
FELLOWSHIP
By Benny Kearns

This was my first fellowship as the
Brotherhood Chairman. Naturally, I was
super nervous that I wouldn't do my job
right. To my surprise, it was way less
complicated than I thought it would be, and
it was a blast! The work put in by the staff, as
well as the cooperation from the scouts and
Scouters, is what made the Fellowship work
in the best way it could have been.

JUNE 20TH - AUGUST 7TH

SUMMER CAMP
By Kendall Robinson

AUGUST 1ST - 5TH

NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF CHIEFS
By Seth Smith

It was a fairly hot and muggy weekend, but
brotherhood and service still filled the
Summer Fellowship, despite the heat and
humidity. Candidates completed their
ordeals and were welcomed into our
brotherhood with a great ceremony.
Arrowmen completed many projects to
keep Camp Betz alive and well for future
generations. These made Summer
Fellowship a truly unforgettable event.

AUGUST 20TH - 22ND

FALL CONCLAVE
By Tim Reiss

This year, NCOC was held at the Philmont
Training Center. It was a blast, and I got to
spend time meeting lodge leaders from all
across the nation. I learned a lot about how
other Lodges operate, and run their events.
It was an eye opening experience to say the
least. Since we were out in God’s country, it
was only natural that we experienced what
Philmont had to offer. I personally did
shotgun shooting, I toured the Villa
Philmonte, Chase Ranch, and hiked the
Hart’s Peak Trail. I am excited to utilize the
lessons I’ve learned to help improve
Takhone Lodge for all of us.

AUGUST 13TH - 15TH

SUMMER
FELLOWSHIP
By Benjamin Marshall

The 2021 Fall Section Conclave was an
absolute blast. Takhone Lodge brought
over 50 Arrowmen to the first in-person
Section C-7 event in more than two years.
From the great shows to the carnage of the
car smash, it truly was an event to be
remembered. To cap it all off, Takhone
Lodge retained the Section Spirit Stick,
which we won for the 2nd time in a row.

Vigil Weekend was an absolutely fantastic
time, and I am honored to be a part of
Takhone's Vigil Class of 2021. It was great
to see all the other Vigil candidates and
members there to support us while keeping
our vigil. We had a lot of fun and got to
know each other and ourselves better.
Each of the candidates gave back service
in scouting above and beyond what is
expected. Because of their service, the Vigil
committee approved their nominations for
Vigil.

AUGUST 28TH - 29TH

VIGIL WEEKEND
By John Salata

SEPTEMBER 17TH - 19TH

FOUNDERS
FELLOWSHIP
By Macey Krull

Our Fall Fellowship this year was hosted at
our beloved Camp Napowan one last time.
As a young scout, I went to Napowan each
summer and made many fond memories,
just like my dad did before me. It was a
bittersweet weekend to clean out and pack
all program areas from Aquatics to
Flintlock. However, I’m glad that we were
able to give Napowan a deserving send-off
with a closing campfire and a hodag with
tie-dying and a t-shirt cannon. I enjoyed, as
always, gathering with fellow Arrowmen
and the Napowan staff.

The Founder Fellowship beautifully
encapsulated the best of the OA and
Takhone Lodge. I felt such a strong
community amongst these unfamiliar but
overwhelmingly friendly faces and created
so many impactful friendships during the
short weekend. It is already a cherished
memory amongst my BSA and OA
experiences.

OCTOBER 8TH - 10TH

FALL FELLOWSHIP
By Eli Levsky

OCTOBER 22ND - 23RD

HAUNTED HIKE
By Emilyn Cabalfin

As we close out the year and take the leap
into 2022, the Operations Committee would
like to thank all of the scouts and Scouters
who came out to our three unit leader
dinners to learn about the lodge and our
election procedures for 2022.

NOVEMBER 11TH

PORTAGE CREEK
CHAPTER BOWLING
By Bora Demirtas

This was my first year as the Haunted Hike
Chairman for Trailblazer. I worked alongside
my co-chair, as well as many others. We
spent hours planning what we wanted our
Haunted Hike to look like. We ended up with
750 hours of service hours total! Despite
being scared out of their minds, the guests
said they had the most fun in our tents. The
hard work really paid off. All the late nights
of planning, building, creating, setting up,
cleaning, scaring, tearing down, and doing it
again the next day. The staff and
participants who showed up had a blast. I
can't wait to staff again next year!

NOVEMBER 11TH, 16TH, & 18TH

UNIT LEADER DINNER
By Michael Magruder

During our November Chapter meeting, we
all had a lot of fun bowling. It was great
getting to know the people in my chapter
better while bonding with them over
bowling. Also, the pizza was great! This
event was very fun, and I hope to attend
more fun chapter meetings like this in the
future.

OA HIGH ADVENTURE

By Tim Reiss

This summer, I had the
opportunity to attend OA
Wildness Voyage (OAWV). It is
one of five different treks offered
through the Order of the Arrow
High Adventure program. OAWV
is a 15-day adventure up north in
the Boundary Waters at Northern
Tier. We started our work week at
Range Lake. Our first job was to
begin to move 2x10's across the
lake. After we got them across,
we found out they had two more
portages and three lakes they
still had to cross before they
would find a new home. After
three days, we finished that
project and started trail work,
improving tread and a new
French Drain to prevent washout.
During the workweek, I
encountered one of the most
challenging days of my life. I was
just miserable; the flies and
mosquitoes were horrible, we
didn't have enough of the proper
tools to get the job done, I was
running low on water, and
overall, just not having a good

day. Still, when I needed them,
the fellow members of my crew
supported me. That is when I
truly understood what it meant
to embody our Admonition in
one's life. From then on, it was all
uphill; we started our canoe trip
the following day and embarked
on a great adventure. Our
foremen tested us on day one by
taking us up the Bear Trap River.
Calling it, a river is giving it a lot
of credit; the beginning is just
walking a canoe through a
forest. That day proved we could
handle whatever they threw at
us. We were a well-oiled machine
for the rest of the trip, paddling
on average 20 miles a day,
finishing our trek having
paddled 153 miles. Thinking
back on the trip, some of the
fondest memories I have are of
the surreal calm that embodies
the Boundary Waters and just
the area's untouched beauty.
Every place you looked, there
was always something new and
special. Be it soaring bald eagles

or huge waterfalls, and it is
unlike anywhere on earth. The
other thing that makes the trip
unique is the people. My trek
was just 6 participants and two
foremen, but there exists a bond
that is made during these treks
that cannot be found or created
in any other environment. When
removed from the constraints of
time and technology, something
special happens. I am forever
connected to these people, and
it's a connection that I will
cherish for a long time.

Experience the Brotherhood with 8000 of your
fellow Arrowmen from across America!
JULY 25-30, 2022
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, KNOXVILLE

More information
found at
oa7.org/noac2022

SIGNATURES

2021: THE YEAR OF
TAKHONE LODGE
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